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Lord "; after he had been acclaimed king by all present,
Hildebert anointed him with the holy oil and bestowed upon
him the crown and the other insignia of royalty. So had
Pepin, the father of Charlemagne, been crowned by St.
Boniface, bishop of Mayence. Another revival of the past
was seen at the ceremonial banquet which followed, when
the king was served at table by the four dukes. These
formal services were always rendered by the highest officers
of State—Chamberlain, Steward, Butler, Marshal—since the
household servants of the king were originally his most
trusted followers. It was a recognition that the dukes stood
next to the king in rank; but it was also a sign that they
were his officials, not beside but beneath the king, to whom
they accordingly rendered homage.
The general prospects for the reign seemed bright, for The difficul-
Henry I had created a position of apparent security. The *ies confront-
appearance, however, was illusory. There was no constitu-
tion in the modern sense of the term ; there was no general
desire for a closely-knit State, and no bond of union apart
from the head. Everything, therefore, depended on the
personality of the new ruler, and the accession of a king,
especially one who was young and comparatively untried,
always awakened hopes among those to whom a strong
central authority was irksome. The enemies on the frontier
were immediately active upon the death of their conqueror,
and internal unrest soon raised its head, provoked moreover
by the obviously masterful policy of the new ruler. There
was already trouble in Bohemia. A reaction, partly national, Bohemia
partly heathen, had broken out in 929 against the duke,
St. Wenccslas, who had imported clergy, books, and relics
from Germany to assist him in the Christianisation of his
duchy. He was murdered by his brother Bolcslav I, who
succeeded to the duchy and threw off the German yoke.
He twice defeated troops sent against him from Saxony and
Thuriugia, and maintained his independence until 950 when
Otto himself led an expedition into Bohemia and made it
tributary to Germany once more.
There was a rising also of the Slavs on the Elbe.   Herman The northern
Billung was given the command against them as general of Slavs
the Saxon army.   To his extensive domains west of the
Elbe, within which were such important places as Llineburg

